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Suggested Bible Readings and Music 

Suitable for Wedding Services

The wedding service is a service of Christian worship. It is appropriate and fitting to listen to God's word and be encouraged and taught about God's own vision for marriage.

Couples should read through and choose together something that connects with them. Do NOT just let one partner choose. There are many other Bible readings that may be appropriate – feel free to do extra research. Please do not shorten or modify a reading without permission of the officiating minister.

Romans 12:9-18

    9 Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good. 10 Be devoted to one another in brotherly love. Honor one another above yourselves. 11 Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, serving the Lord. 12 Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer. 13 Share with God's people who are in need. Practice hospitality. 

    14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse. 15 Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn with those who mourn. 16 Live in harmony with one another. Do not be proud, but be willing to associate with people of low position. Do not be conceited. 

    17 Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of everybody. 18 If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone.

Genesis 2:18-25

18 The LORD God said, "It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a helper suitable for him." 

    19 Now the LORD God had formed out of the ground all the beasts of the field and all the birds of the air. He brought them to the man to see what he would name them; and whatever the man called each living creature, that was its name. 20 So the man gave names to all the livestock, the birds of the air and all the beasts of the field. 
      But for Adam no suitable helper was found. 21 So the LORD God caused the man to fall into a deep sleep; and while he was sleeping, he took one of the man's ribs and closed up the place with flesh. 22 Then the LORD God made a woman from the rib he had taken out of the man, and he brought her to the man. 

    23 The man said, 
       "This is now bone of my bones 
       and flesh of my flesh; 
       she shall be called 'woman,  ' 
       for she was taken out of man." 

    24 For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and they will become one flesh. 

    25 The man and his wife were both naked, and they felt no shame.

John 2:1-11

1 On the third day a wedding took place at Cana in Galilee. Jesus' mother was there, 2 and Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding. 3 When the wine was gone, Jesus' mother said to him, "They have no more wine." 

    4 "Dear woman, why do you involve me?" Jesus replied, "My time has not yet come." 

    5 His mother said to the servants, "Do whatever he tells you." 

    6 Nearby stood six stone water jars, the kind used by the Jews for ceremonial washing, each holding from twenty to thirty gallons.

    7 Jesus said to the servants, "Fill the jars with water"; so they filled them to the brim. 

    8 Then he told them, "Now draw some out and take it to the master of the banquet." 

   They did so, 9 and the master of the banquet tasted the water that had been turned into wine. He did not realize where it had come from, though the servants who had drawn the water knew. Then he called the bridegroom aside 10 and said, "Everyone brings out the choice wine first and then the cheaper wine after the guests have had too much to drink; but you have saved the best till now." 

    11 This, the first of his miraculous signs, Jesus performed in Cana of Galilee. He thus revealed his glory, and his disciples put their faith in him.

John 15:9-16

9 Jesus said: "As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love. 10 If you obey my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have obeyed my Father's commands and remain in his love. 11 I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete. 12 My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. 13 Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends. 14 You are my friends if you do what I command. 15 I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master's business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have made known to you. 16 You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit—fruit that will last. Then the Father will give you whatever you ask in my name.

Ephesians 5:21-33

  21 Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ. 

    22 Wives, submit to your husbands as to the Lord. 23 For the husband is the head of the wife as Christ is the head of the church, his body, of which he is the Savior. 24 Now as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit to their husbands in everything. 

    25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her 26 to make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water through the word, 27 and to present her to himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and blameless. 28 In this same way, husbands ought to love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself. 29 After all, no one ever hated his own body, but he feeds and cares for it, just as Christ does the church— 30 for we are members of his body. 31 "For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh." 32 This is a profound mystery—but I am talking about Christ and the church. 33 However, each one of you also must love his wife as he loves himself, and the wife must respect her husband.

1 John 4:7-16

   7 Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God. 8 Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love. 9 This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live through him. 10 This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11 Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 12 No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in us and his love is made complete in us. 

    13 We know that we live in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. 14 And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world. 15 If anyone acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of God, God lives in him and he in God. 16 And so we know and rely on the love God has for us. 
      God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in him.

Colossians 3:12-19

   12 Therefore, as God's chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 13 Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 14 And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity. 

    15 Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called to peace. And be thankful. 16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom, and as you sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God. 17 And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. 

    18 Wives, submit to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord.  19 Husbands, love your wives and do not be harsh with them. 

Ecclesiastes 4:9-12

    9 Two are better than one, 
       because they have a good return for their work: 

    10 If one falls down, 
       his friend can help him up. 
       But pity the man who falls 
       and has no one to help him up! 

    11 Also, if two lie down together, they will keep warm. 
       But how can one keep warm alone? 

    12 Though one may be overpowered, 
       two can defend themselves. 
       A cord of three strands is not quickly broken. 

1 Corinthians 12:31-13:13

  12:31 And now I will show you the most excellent way.

    1 If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. 2 If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. 3 If I give all I possess to the poor and surrender my body to the flames, but have not love, I gain nothing. 

    4 Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 5 It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. 6 Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 7 It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. 

    8 Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where there are tongues, they will be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away. 9 For we know in part and we prophesy in part, 10 but when perfection comes, the imperfect disappears. 11 When I was a child, I talked like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I put childish ways behind me. 12 Now we see but a poor reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known. 

    13 And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love.

Some suggested music:

Some advantages of using the church organ in a wedding include:

· It is a “grand instrument” that matches the grandeur of the venue and importance of the occasion.

· Being played live it can be timed to the entrance of the bridal party, with emphasis on the bride's entrance. CD music requires much practice to get the timing to work just right.

· CD's (and CDR's) have a tendency to scratch or stop working at unpredictable times.

· CD music requires finding a competent volunteer operator to be at the rehearsal and service.

Some popular music items for the processional include:

· "Jesu Joy of Man's Desiring" - Bach

· Wedding March – Wagner

· Prince of Denmark March by Jeremiah Clarke (used to be known as Purcell's Trumpet Voluntary)

· Trumpet Tune by Henry Purcell

· Canon in D by Johann Pachelbel

· Larghetto from Concerto Grosso Op 6. No 13, Handel

· The Ode to Joy from Beethoven's 9th Symphony

· Air on a G String by Bach



Recessional:


· Most of the above or:

· Wedding March – Mendelssohn

· Rondeau from Sinfonies de Fanfares by Moret  (the theme from BBC's Masterpiece Theatre)

· The Rejoicing from Handel's Music for the Royal Fireworks

· Hornpipe from Handel's Water Music

If in doubt please ask to be put in contact with the Holy Trinity organist.

Holy Trinity Doncaster, Sample Wedding Bible Readings and Music.  (NRSV Translation)
6

